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MAY 2011 SERVICES

1st May

Easter II  (White)
9.30 am
Whalton
Holy Communion (CW1); the Rector



First Reading: Acts 2: 14a, 22-32 (RCL p.221) Prof G 
                                                Holmes


Second Reading: I Peter 1: 3-9 (RCL p.223) Mr R Sill                    


Gospel: St. John 20: 19-31 (RCL p.224) 



Sidesperson: Prof G Holmes

10.00 am
Bolam
Family Service DIO Team/Mrs Pam Walker


Reading and Reader to be arranged

11.00 am   Hartburn             
Morning Worship The Rector
        

First Reading: I Peter 1: 3-9 (RCL p.223) Mr P Heatherington



Second Reading: St. John 20: 19-31 (RCL p.224) Mr R Howard
8th May                          
Easter III (White)
9.30 am      Netherwitton
Holy Communion (CW1) The Rector



First Reading: Acts 2: 14a, 36-41 (RCL p.225) Mrs V 
                                                Windle



Second Reading: I Peter 1: 17-23 (RCL p.227)

              

                                                  -do-



Gospel: St. Luke 24: 13-35 (RCL p.227)

* NETHERWITTON PAROCHIAL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AFTER SERVICE *
11.00 am    Bolam
Mattins The Rector





First Reading: I Peter 1: 17-23 (RCL p.227) Mr G W Ridley




Second Reading: St. Luke 24: 13-35 (RCL p.227) Mr D 
                                                 Thompson


6.00 pm
 Meldon
Holy Communion (CW2) The Rector



Readings as for Netherwitton, Mrs M Young
15th May

Easter IV (White)
9.30 am
Whalton
Holy Communion (CW2) The Rector


First Reading: Acts 2: 42-47 (RCL p.229) Mr C Nicholson


Second Reading: I Peter 2: 19-25 (RCL p.230) Mrs P    

                                                Norton                   


Gospel: St. John 10: 1-10 (RCL p.231) 



Sidesperson: Mrs M Bilclough
10.00 am
Netherwitton
Family Service Mrs Pam Walker


Reading and Reader to be arranged
11.00 am
Hartburn
Holy Communion (CW2) The Rector



Readings as for Whalton: Mrs T Patton and Mrs R   

                                                 Cookson
6.00 pm
Meldon
Evensong The Rector



First Reading: I Peter 2: 19-25 (RCL p.230) Mr P Cookson



Second Reading: St. John 10: 1-10 (RCL p.231)

         
                                                -do-
22nd May

EASTER V (White)
9.30 am
Netherwitton
Holy Communion (CW1) The Rector



First Reading: Acts 7: 55-60 (RCL p.232) Mrs L Phillips

Second Reading: I Peter 2: 2-10 (RCL p.233)

                       

                                                 -do-



Gospel: St. John 14: 1-14 (RCL p.234) 

11.00 am
Bolam
Holy Communion (CW2) The Rector


Readings as for Netherwitton: Prof A S Le Couteur and  

                                                 Mr E B McDonnell

11.00 am
Hartburn
Family Service Mrs Pam Walker




Reading and Reader to be arranged  





Refreshments: Mr and Mrs D Moon
29th May

Rogation / Plough Sunday (White) The Rector
10.00 am
Meldon
Benefice Family Communion



and Blessing of the Plough and Farm Work


Readings and Readers to be arranged

Thursday 2nd June
Ascension Day (White) The Rector
7.30 pm
Whalton
Holy Communion (Said Service)

5th June

Sunday after Ascension (White)

9.30 am
Whalton
Holy Communion (CW1) The Rector


First Reading: Acts 1: 6-14 (RCL p.245) Sir Derek  

                                                 Bradbeer; Second Reading: I Peter 4: 12-14; 5: 6-11 (RCL  

                                                 p.247) Mrs S Lough                    


Gospel: St. John 17: 1-11 (RCL p.248) 



Sidesperson: Mrs M Young

10.00 am
Bolam
Family Service



Reading and Reader to be arranged

11.00 am   Hartburn             
Morning Worship The Rector
        

First Reading: I Peter 4: 12-14; 5: 6-11 (RCL p.247) Mr A Waddell



Second Reading: St. John 17: 1-11 (RCL p.248) 
Mrs D Burn 
Rector’s Letter
The wisdom of the Irish is unsurpassable! Pat and Mike were passing a cemetery.

“What’s that, Pat?” asked Mike “That’s a cemetery” said Pat. “That’s where all the dead people live.”

Too true; the dead people do live, but in another form and on another planet! Well, I’m not sure exactly where they live, but I do believe that they are alive somewhere and in some form.

Jesus said “I am the Resurrection and the Life.” At face value, and with our restricted perspective, we can find that an utterly mind-boggling assertion. The trouble is that our minds boggle at what we do not understand. But that doesn’t mean that the incomprehensible is not true. Indeed far from it. I put it to you that the incomprehensible is just as plausible as what we do understand. Why shouldn’t it be so, when we cannot even understand where we came from! And I am not referring to the interstellar dust following the Big Bang at the start of the Universe. Rather, I am referring to where that, and everything else we are aware of, came from.

Like so many, I was utterly fascinated by the recent Channel 4 series on the Universe. It was a wonderful series, full of inspiration and mind-boggling facts and ideas. Yet, at the end of it I couldn’t help thinking that, as ever, there are still more questions than answers, still so much we just don’t understand. We don’t understand the Black Holes, we don’t understand what was there before the Big Bang, we don’t understand the concept of ‘nothing’, we don’t understand the concept of infinity in any of its senses, we don’t understand awareness, we don’t understand identity in its absolute sense, and we don’t understand how or why the Universe will end – and so on; quite a number of incomprehensible and unanswered concepts and questions.

Add to them life after death. We don’t understand it, but, ‘incomprehensible’ as it may seem, why shouldn’t it be so when our reality is made up of so many ‘incomprehensibles’ – and these are only the ones we know of up to now! Life after death, resurrection, may seem incomprehensible and miraculous, but I put it to you that it is no more incomprehensible and miraculous than life itself. To dismiss it as improbable is akin to dismissing the reality of the life we now live, which is impossible! Resurrection – new life after death – is therefore impossible to deny. We just need a little push of faith to accept its reality. So let us bump aside our miserable introspective scepticism and accept the reality of Jesus ‘the Resurrection and the Life’.

To endorse that mind-boggling assertion, we have the record of the resurrection of Jesus Himself, seen both in ‘the Empty Tomb’ and in His resurrection appearances when He revealed Himself alive to His followers. These were not concocted or fabricated. Why should they be? If they were, then His followers would not have been convinced of their reality. The record of Jesus’ Resurrection was put together by those who saw and who were there to witness it. Even before His own Resurrection, Jesus raised others from death on at least three occasions. 
His fame for healing had spread far and wide. People were truly astonished  by the miraculous and ‘incomprehensible’ way in which Jesus healed and restored life, and the accounts of all this were put together from many independent sources by writers of stature and integrity. There is more to life than readily meets the eye, and the authoritative record of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection bears testimony to that reality. Jesus is indeed ‘the Resurrection and the Life’.

That being so, let us not merely take it on board; let us also respond positively to its reality with true thanksgiving for the comfort and reassurance that it brings. Death is not the end. Rather it is the gateway to a new and greater life beyond the grave.

Above all, let us ensure that we witness and communicate that reality in our daily lives, and especially among our young. It is our young who carry the torch, both for themselves, and for future generations. Young People, you are the future. May Jesus ‘the Resurrection and the Life’ be at the heart of your life and bless you with the reassurance and fortitude which only He can bring.

With warmest best wishes

Michael

	HARTBURN

GARDEN        FETE

SUNDAY 19TH JUNE 2011

12.30 P.M.

AT LONGWITTON HALL

(by kind permission of Mr and Mrs M Spriggs)

BARBECUE                                               GAMES

STALLS                                               TOMBOLA

In aid of St. Andrew’s Hartburn Community Project


Cambo Tennis Club
This friendly Tennis Club plays at Wallington Hall (behind the farm shop) where we hold a club night every Tuesday evening from 6.00 pm. The club caters for men, ladies and juniors of all abilities, so why not come along and join us – new members are always welcome. For more details contact:

Tom Dower, 01670 774404, tom_dower@hotmail.com
Marilyn Angles, 01670 772032, marilyn@magnetic-health.eu  
P.C.C. MEMBERS
Our most sincere and grateful thanks are accorded to P.C.C. members and Church Officers for their continued diligence and hard work. We particularly thank those who have stood down this year after many years of service:- Mr Geoffrey Ridley as secretary to Bolam P.C.C. Mrs. Ruth Sadler, Mrs Alma Hall and Mrs Maureen Hyam as members of Bolam P.C.C. Mrs Maryanne Deas as Secretary to Whalton P.C.C. We particularly thank Mr. Peter Coote, Church Warden at Netherwitton for holding the fort, singlehandedly, in the absence of Mr Jeremy Wilcock!

We welcome Mr. John Sadler as new secretary of Bolam P.C.C. and Mrs Anna Nicholson as secretary of Whalton P.C.C.

WHALTON FASHION SHOW
Very many thanks indeed to Caroline Renwick and all the ladies involved for putting on a really splendid fashion show in Whalton Village Hall. It was most enjoyable and realised over £1000 for Whalton Church. The hall was packed, yet only one man was present –the photographer-which goes to show what marvellous fundraisers (or spenders!) our ladies are. Caroline’s kindness in donating the proceeds to the Church is very much appreciated.

MOTHERS’ UNION DEANERY FESTIVAL
This was held in Whalton Church on Thursday 14th April 2011. There was a splendid turnout and all who came were made so welcome by our members. We were delighted to have with us our Diocesan President Mrs Jennifer Snowdon who enrolled a new member and presented long-service awards. It was a truly happy occasion and our members are to be congratulated for organising a delicious tea after the service. Special thanks go Mrs Ann Swan for co-ordinating the event.
From the Editor

I’m deeply obliged to Emma Howey for taking the time to write – otherwise and as ever during the weary months of my editorship, I have been overwhelmed by the level of response to my previous exhortation, at the risk of giving further offence, the term moribund does inevitably spring to mind.

This month has witnessed the launch of my current opus, jointly written with Rosie Serdiville. This, as Journal readers may have noted focuses on the Siege and Storming of Newcastle in 1644 by our ancient enemy the Scots, this time in the service of the English Parliament, erroneously at odds with Charles I, their lawful and anointed sovereign; one who was, in due course to become a martyr to our ancient liberties. 

Religion and religious differences lay at the very heart of this momentous conflict which, pro rata, caused the deaths of more Britons, in population percentage terms than both world wars. The established church was at odds with itself. High church Anglicans were branded with the King as Arminians whilst the lower church element combined both Presbyterians and puritans. All shades of protestant opinion were united in a common detestation of Rome and any semblance of popish practice.   
We should not be blinded unduly by the piety of our forbears which, whilst genuine, was frequently common bedfellow with self interest, greed and blind prejudice, not perhaps should we condone religious sentiment which is expressed in bloodletting. The influence or pretended influence of religious conviction was routinely employed to justify atrocities, the murder and maiming of female camp followers at Naseby, before Kilsyth and after Philiphaugh, a whole slew of murders in both Scotland and Ireland. 

At least, however, our ancestors did believe in matters beyond their own immediate gratification and next hedonistic fix. They were no strangers to venality but were prepared to hazard lives and fortunes for a cause they perceived as just.  Our modern society languishes so deep in degeneracy that we merely laugh at the corruption of our politicians, our vices, previously and necessarily suppressed are allowed to flourish and we are ordered to celebrate and encourage deviancy in the interests of ‘diversity’. 
Give me broadsword and banner any day!
Children’s Fun Day
On Saturday 2nd April 20 children plus assorted toddlers, babies , parents and grandparents descended upon Whalton village hall to take part in the Benefice children’s fun day. The children were given the opportunity to take part in arts and craft sessions, music workshops, storytelling and drama as well as being given the chance to write their own Mothers Day prayers. Each child had a go at each activity and the results were a wonderful array of Mothers Day gifts, including cards, jewellery, flowers and pictures, some very energetic music sessions with a special session for the toddlers  and most importantly, exciting story telling which resulted in an interactive talk in Whalton church on Mothers Day.  The children also wrote some beautiful prayers, which again, were also used in church for our Mothers Day service. It was lovely to see some of the children and their families in church the following day, bravely participating in the talk and reading out their prayers. 

Special thanks must go to Cathy Anderson for leading our music sessions, Jim grant for leading the storytelling workshop and Sheila Lough for providing the refreshments. Thanks must also go to our willing helpers, Bridget, Marlene, Matilda, Ellie and Jan.

We hope to hold a similar event in the summer so look out for the posters and remember everyone is welcome.

Pam Walker 

 

From Roy Hudspith
 

Hi to all the Churches within the Benefice,

 

A very big ‘Thanks’ for your presentation to me on Mothering Sunday, I have already made work for myself by the purchase of plants & other garden material. I hope that our paths pass again on many occasions and that I will be able to share Christian Fellowship as we have done over the past years.

 

Thank you again.

 

The Pattern of Life

My life is but a Weaving

Between My Lord and me;

I cannot choose the colours

He worketh steadily.

Of times He weaveth sorrow

And I in foolish pride

Forget he seeth the upper

And I the underside.

Not till the loom is silent

And the shuttles cease to fly

Shall God unroll the canvas

And explain the reason Why.

The Dark threads are as needful

In the weavers skilful hand

As the threads of gold and silver

In the pattern He has planned.

From Sheila Lough
Whalton Fashion Show. We would like to thank everyone who supported the fashion show; especially Lady Caroline Renwick and her team from Get Smart 2, and Kathryn Trueman from her new wedding and occasion wear boutique, for putting on a superb display. Also the brave glamorous models plucked from the locality to star on the catwalk, and their dressers. Thanks also to the band of helpers who helped us raise £1080 for Church funds.
From Mrs E. Howey

Lynn Law Farmhouse, Whalton, Morpeth, Northumberland 
It is with thanks to Rev Michael Bryce and the editor John Sadler that I enter what I will call ‘The Spring Debate’. For the benefit of those who are catching up on what the ‘debate’ is, it can be found within February (p.8) and March issues (p.3) but can be summarised thus: John proposed that our churches are ‘near totally moribund’ and Michael has offered some explanation for this in his assertions whilst recognising that it raises a valid point.
As an avid reader of Michael’s column each month, which I find thought provoking and inspiring and knowing John and his courage to speak his mind, I am grateful to you both for raising an awkward topic and batting it about a bit.  This sort of plain-talking is far too enticing for a Yorkshire lass to resist: We call a spade a spade where I come from! Now that approach might not garner you friends all the time but it does get you what you want in the garden centre.
So, we witness in these pages a brave move, it is a bold debate. It has brought the likes of me, a typical high days and holidays’ church-goer out of the closet. Why are church congregations dwindling....why am I one of them....why when filling in my census form do I hesitate when filling in my religion? It is a repetitive theme....I am a Christian, I think, but one who has always craved a good old confession and regularly wonder if I would be better off Catholic. I may have some explanation to offer here and it involves the matters of community, belonging, hypocrisy and fear.
Starting with community....it has been ‘interesting’ living in Whalton! We came in 1999 and a sense of community divided was quickly apparent when organising the Millennium Book, a record of the village and villagers in 2000. People had told us – ‘Whalton is a funny place’. There were those people who ‘got it’, understood the importance of recording a moment in time (for that was all it was) a book with inbuilt obsolescence that was out of date as soon as it was printed – people died, people moved on. Then there were those whose primary concern was suspicion of a newcomer who would have the audacity to take it upon themselves to undertake such a thing and who would not take part despite their longevity in the community. These missing people left gaps in the completeness.

Whalton is the place I have done most of my ‘growing up’, but as an adult. Not so much mid life crisis but mid life enlightenment has happened here. It is here that I have observed the best and the very worst of human nature. There is nowhere to hide in a small community unless one becomes a recluse (which is tempting!) I have seen that when people stand up for themselves or their beliefs here, there are people primed and in position to vilify them. The crime I have observed can be a small or worse imagined, but is regarded as a crime nonetheless and a suitable punishment is doled out. A sense of belonging is fragile and hard to earn.

So to hypocrisy: It is because of this behaviour that it does not necessarily feel safe in church – as Michael says, the church is full of sinners; hopefully repentant sinners, but sinners nonetheless. 
I do not see many of these people being repentant and quite the opposite. Bad behaviour is perpetrated with Forgive me for being blunt, but why would I choose to spend my Sunday in the company of some people whose behaviour is frequently less than Christian outside of church?  Some glee: The sense of loving one’s neighbour as oneself appears to be badly lacking.
To offer a possible explanation for this; it could be borne out of two things. Pride and fear; Pride is the root of all of the seven deadly sins. Fear is exactly that, raw unadulterated terror – of ourselves; of each other. As Daisy Waugh wrote in her excellent column ‘Waugh Zone’ in the Sunday Times magazine (3/4/11) the other week entitled – ‘Yes, hell really is other people!’ 
It seems to me that the issue of God is a community one. Godliness is a personal responsibility. Maybe it is in this quest that we need the Church to guide us more clearly, in a language we understand. Whether one is tempted to tick Christian, Muslim, Hindu or whatever else on the multitude of forms we have to fill in, it all means nothing unless we practice our own religion personally. We need to have faith in ourselves, in our own ability to be good. The idea that God will love us whatever we have done may be being used as an excuse, an easy quick fix (that by the way is the deadly sin of sloth). There should be no excuses -we need to take responsibility for ourselves, stop blaming other people, other things and start to listen: Really listen. 
If we are the good ‘Christian’ people we set out to be, living in a world of equality and freedom of speech, then we need to start practising. And it is scary, it is hard. We are each of us full of prejudice. But it gets easier they tell me. Maybe a sense of not being good enough has kept me away from Church, that’s a possibility. In any given situation, to ask the simple question – how would I feel if so and so were happening to me? That question alone, if heeded, could solve a lot of our day to day conflicts.

Now I would like to write about the seven deadly sins a bit more, if anybody is interested. This angle on the ‘Spring Debate’ will include reference to Thomas Aquinas, Dietrich Bonhoeffer and a brilliant book which anybody with an interest in self-improvement would be wise to read. To Michael, I personally do not think meeting the needs of society is necessarily the challenge of the Church, that makes it sound like the church has got it wrong.... but people letting the Church down seems to be more the issue! How repentant truly are your sinners and do they really want to change? 
Meanwhile it is a truism that it feels a whole lot better having got that off my chest! Here’s to a good old confession yet! Maybe it is time to own up and open up, start talking about the difficult stuff and get down to the hard graft. We are all sinners, fact.
More to follow with permission Ed?  

Emma Howey 
Permission readily granted!

Community Event

Come and Look at our Paintings!

Kirkwhelpington Art Group are holding their

 Annual Exhibition of Paintings at 

Matfen Hall

June 13th, 14th & 15th (Mon, Tues, Wed)

10am – 4pm

Do drop in!

Paintings and cards for sale.

From Jim Grant
Thanks to those who have already offered practical help with the concert on July 2. I attach below a draft notice for John to put in the next newsletter. Any comments on content very welcome please!  Simon has taken on the provision of  wine etc, I am happy to make tickets as at the Kieran recital. We need people to make/bring/serve food I suppose.  Can we manage without a toilet- let's try it!  Price – is this to be for a good cause- earthquakes come very much to mind. Our mouse-organ issues seem small beer in comparison- what do you think? I'll see some of you at the Lent Tuesday.

Visiting Choir Concert at Bolam Church
On the evening of Saturday July 2nd, the five voice choral group Quintessential are kindly performing for us at Bolam Church. They will have come from performing at the Festival at Brinkburn, and phrases such as infectious enthusiasm, and wide repertoire are used of their high musical standards.
More information will follow nearer the date- Saturday July 2nd!- and we plan to have refreshments (wine and nibbles) included in the price of a ticket.   This promises to be an excellent musical and social event- tickets will be available from  May onwards from the Bolam Churchwardens Simon Roberson and Pauline McDonnell, and from Kit Pumphrey and Jim Grant.
When is it again? Saturday evening July 2nd, 7pm for 7.30 start. 
From Elizabeth Sylvester

A musical evening with light entertainment will take place on Saturday 11th June next at 7.30 pm in Whalton Village Hall, proceeds in aid of church funds. Tickets are priced at £1.50 each and may be obtained from Elizabeth Sylvester on 01670 775374. 

From Tim Stafford

Hartburn Cricket match 2010

I rather wanted to cheer up a gloomy day in the winter with this heart warming report but somehow there was difficulty in getting it published. I know that feeling.  

Anyhow the game got off to a rather hesitant start. The same swallows who had impeded the preparations for the 2008 match by nesting in our old Ford tractor which I use to mow the pitch had done it again. I reckoned that you could, at a pinch, mow with four eggs on board but not with hatched chicks so it was a bit of a race to get the preparation work done. Like last time I was pursued by the anxious parents while cutting the pitch and what’s more I had to return the machine to the exact same spot in the barn!

Come the day and the hour, most of Hartburn team were assembled. Middleton was less well represented until their captain returned to their village to extract most of his team from the Ox Inn. We had a good crowd of spectators who gossiped away and became vocal when moved. Once again my lorry acted as the score board, changing room and dust bin while an adjacent gazebo contained the scorer and a mini bar. 

Hartburn managed to secrete 13 players on their team butt his ruse bore little fruit and we were trounced by Middleton who had bagged the Rector as their secret weapon. After complaining of injury he went on to exceed the Hartburn total on his own, hitting six after six. He looked so happy that no one had the heart to remind him he was supposed to retire after reaching 30 runs. 

As in skiing, the ‘apres-cricket’ was as much fun as anything. Lots of people had contributed to a wonderful tea and the old lags laid into beer and whisky. Oh, yes – the scores: Middleton 135; Hartburn 53.

The match this year will be held in Middleton territory but not at a secret location like in 2009. it is possible it will be held at the Corridge Farm sometime in July. Watch out for more information later in the year.  

Deadline for June Edition

All submissions by Friday 17th June please.
